Amendment 2 to Resolution 290
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Introduced by:
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August 11, 2020

Proposed Amendments: The amendments proposed to the Resolution are as follows:

KEY
Boldface................... Heading or defined term
Underlining............... Added to Resolution by amendment
Strilcothrough......... Deleted from Resolution by amendment

..................... Existing Resolution unaffected

WHEREAS, the “Talbot Boys™” monument on the Talbot County Courthouse grounds was
installed between 1914-16 and commemorates those soldiers from Talbot County who served in
the Confederacy; and,

WHEREAS, the “Talbot Boys™ monument consists of a statue depicting a young soldier
carrying the Confederate flag atop a granite base containing the names of Confederate soldiers
from Talbot County who fought in the Civil War; and,

WHEREAS, the Maryland Historical Trust, which completed an architectural survey of
the “Talbot Boys™ monument, last updated in 2004, describes the monument as follows:




The young soldier stands chin up, hat tipped back, holding a Confederate flag at his
left side with both hands, his right arm across his chest. The flag unfurls behind
his back and around to his right. The figure stands on a wagon wheel and wears a
[Confederate State of America] belt buckle. The base of the statue carries the
identification:

MANUFACTURED BY
W.H. MULLINS CO.
SALEM, OHIO

The dark gray granite pedestal is rectangular in plan, aligned with its transverse
forward. It is rock faced on four sides, and stands on a rock faced plinth. The east
(front) side of the pedestal carries a smooth, unpolished recessed panel with the
raised inscription:

TO THE TALBOT BOYS
1861-1865
C.S.A.

The longitudinal sides of the pedestal carry highly polished recessed panels with
inscribed lists of names. The south side lists forty-two names in two columns; the
north side lists twenty-six names. On the south side of the smooth hipped cap of
the rusticated plinth there is a bronze plaque with the inscription:

CITIZENS AFTER WAR
(six names)

A similar plaque is found on the north side of the plinth with five names.

WHEREAS, the Maryland Historical Trust found that the monument is significant for its
commemoration of those soldiers from Talbot County who served in the Confederacy and that it
is also representative of the stock or mass-produced war monument popular from the time of the
Civil War until the Great Depression; and,

WHEREAS, people are entitled to draw their own conclusions based on the historical
record about what caused the Civil War and what motivated a particular person to fight on either
side of the conflict; however, among the disparate points of view are those who, with cause,
perceive monuments to the Confederacy, such as the “Talbot Boys” monument, as potent symbols
of African American oppression, racism, and bigotry; and,

WHEREAS, whether this view of the “Talbot Boys” monument is shared by few or many,
we, as a community, have a duty to fulfill this country’s promise of equal justice for all by
prohibiting such symbolism on public property and, in particular, the Talbot County Courthouse,
the very place we expect to find equal treatment under the law and justice that is blind to the color
of one’s skin; and,



WHEREAS, the tourism and hospitality industries are vital to the economy of Talbot
County, and the presence of a Confederate monument may be seen as unwelcoming or hostile to
some visitors and contrary to the economic well-being of certain businesses in the County; and,

WHEREAS, prehibiting-symbols assoc1ated w1th oppressmn rac1sm and blgotry sho_l.ﬂd
be removed fromes public property eeabe: £ -Sti-prese 8
seeerd; and,

WHEREAS theﬂspee&e-f the “Talbot Boys monument W
ﬁsel-ﬁ-whae&ean be viewed to pro_]ect an M,e_d air of innocence to the Confederate cause,

defiance in the face of progress towards equal rights, and perpetual guardianship of unjust values
on the threshold of the Talbot County Courthouse; and,

WHEREAS, upon consideration of the foregoing, the County Council finds that in order
to remove inappropriate symbohsm from the M“Tﬂbm Boys”
monumentmyé,t_bg;gmgeg rHe-preservingth ;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Talbot County,
Maryland that:

1. Recitals. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein.




3. Draping of StatweMonument Pending Removal. Effective immediately upon adoption
of this Resolution, the “Talbot Boys™ statsemonument shall be draped or covered so that the

stetwemonument is out of public view pending removal of the statsemonument from the
Courthouse grounds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon
its date of passage.



Purpose of Amendment: The purpose of this amendment is to eliminate the policy prohibiting
certain signs and symbols on the Talbot County Courthouse grounds; to provide for the removal
of the entire “Talbot Boys” monument, not just the statue; and, to provide for the monument’s
storage pending its relocation.

Amendment Not Substantive: The foregoing amendment is non-substantive under the standard
set forth in Ajamian v. Montgomery County, 99 Md. App. 665, 684-685 (1994).



